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INFORMING THE NEXT GENERATION






For immediate release
SafePoint Trust UK launches Safe Injection campaign on a pan-India basis 

Startling studies reveal the deplorable conditions for unsafe injections in India 

November 14, 2008, New Delhi

Are you aware that in India, at the country level nearly two thirds of the injections are administered in an unsafe manner? Did you know that of all the injections administered in India, one third carry a potential risk of transmitting Blood Borne Virus? Unsafe injections are the highest at immunization clinics followed by government health facilities and private health facilities? These are some of the key findings of a recent study conducted by the IndiaCLEN Program Evaluation Network on behalf of the Ministry of Health, Government of India, and World Bank, entitled “Assessment of Injection Practices in India” in 2002 – 2005. While doing this study key parameters were taken into account - the magnitude of injections in the Indian populace, proportion of unsafe injections administered both in the public and private sectors; proportion of prescriptions that include injections; locally relevant determinants of prevailing injection practices and current status of disposal of injection related waste etc.

In the areas of waste disposal too, disposal of plastic syringes and disposable needles was observed at 61.3 percent of the health facilities and was found to be least at immunisation clinics (50.9%). Also satisfactory terminal disposal of injection related wastes was observed in less than half the health facilities (44.8%) and was found to be the least at private health facilities (41.5%).  In rural areas Health facility levels of plastic syringe disposal were better in urban areas (69.6%) of the country as compared to their rural counterparts (57.9%) in all sectors. Similarly, satisfactory terminal disposal was more in urban health facilities (51.2%) as compared to that of health facilities in rural areas (42.2%). In all, the need of the hour is to maximise all efforts to eradicate this evil from society thereby calling everybody to demand a safe injection, be it for curative or therapeutic purposes”.

Keeping in view the deplorable conditions of unsafe injections in India and guided by the World Health Organisation (WHO) on Safe Injection Policy, SafePoint Trust, a UK based charity is launching an intensive campaign in India. The rationale of this unique campaign is to create and inform the next generation by raising awareness, especially among children, of the dangers of unsafe injections. This unique multi-pronged media blitz will have a gamut of communication tools like public awareness messages, public awareness films on television and in cinema halls, radio spots, leaflets etc. 

Importantly, vehement support and trust have come from leading figures like Dr Abdul Kalam (Ex-President of India), Dr Kiran Bedi, Lila Poonawalla and Save the Children. SafePoint Trust will host these public awareness programmes in over 14 cities spanning the length and breadth of the country. The campaign will kick off in Delhi on November 14th 2008 (Children’s Day) where Dr. Kiran Bedi will be present.

In India SafePoint’s awareness campaign is unique in many ways as it is comprehensive, tactical and highly visible. The total campaign spend for the week will be over 700,000 Euros and will exploit media in an intensive one-week-long awareness campaign and be one of the biggest media spends (if not the biggest) in India for the launch week.  It will be airing a 3-minute film, 3-4 times a day in over 300 cinema halls across the country. A television commercial film of one minute and 30 sec. will also be broadcast on the leading channels during prime time/non-prime time. In Radio too over 160 primary stations have been booked to broadcast awareness spots.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Marc Koska, Founder of the SafePoint Trust remarked, “Since inception we have been guided by a single-minded vision to free this world of unsafe injections. The aim of this campaign is to give the next generation a chance, empower them, give them a voice and ensure that all injections are administered safely. We would also like to dispel the myth that HIV is only spread via sexual transmission. This salient, social epidemic needs to be addressed with an iron hand. Startling facts from the World Health Organisation reveal that more than 50% of all injections in the developing world are unsafe which would mean that they are performed with reused or unsterile equipment. Each and every year due to unsafe injections WHO estimates: 2300 HIV Infections, 1,000,000 Hepatitis C Infections, 21,000,000 Hepatitis B Infections and 1,300,000 deaths.  Hence we must make every attempt to lobby with authorities to change legislation to prevent syringe reuse and enforce safe injection guidelines.”

According to Dr Abdul Kalam, “In India, we have to ensure that there is no occurrence of infection such as HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis B&C due to the re-use of syringe[s] and the needle.”

Mr. Koska continued, “We have tirelessly campaigned to improve global health - in particular injection safety.  The last twenty years have been dedicated to safe injection technologies.  According to the IPEN study, it is alarming to see the safety profile of injections in India, which is both critical and alarming.  For instance the type of injection equipment (glass or plastic syringe) has a profound effect on the safety of injections, be it potential risk of Blood Borne Virus transmission or faulty injection technique. From the total number of unsafe injections delivered it is unfortunate that at the all India level, three fourths of these injections were administered with plastic syringes. In the urban areas 80.8 percent of injections were administered with plastic syringes as compared to 72.2 percent in the rural areas!

While detailing the campaign, Mr Koska elaborated, “One of our recent breakthroughs has been in Uganda where complete protection regarding syringe use has been achieved through National Legislation. To achieve this huge task, a grass-roots level task force was created to conduct a slew of activities – be it finding out the availability of syringes at the correct price, deploying a healthcare worker to train at a national level who will then allow easy adoption of syringes, lobbying with the Ministry of Health and, more importantly, an intensive media campaign to create public awareness – all this helped us to achieve our desired objective. Now in Uganda a law is being passed nationally to restrict the importing of normal (re-usable) syringes into the country and to mandate the importing of AD (Auto Disable) syringes.”

“Today in India we see another huge task before us. The processes have all started here and we are in touch with the right people. We are glad that major support has come from Dr. Kalam, Dr. Bedi and Ms. Poonawalla who feel very strongly for this problem. Various bodies like Save the Children have also lent us huge support. However, India is beset with its own set of problems. It is a daunting task as the conditions are quite bad and need immediate attention. As part of our major programme in India, we will kick-off an intensive awareness campaign, followed by meeting with authorities in the right areas We will be also be networking with key NGOs, social workers etc., to raise the awareness levels. It will be handled on a pan-India basis.” 

As part of SafePoint’s campaign in India, Mr. Koska will be calling for the introduction of new guidelines regarding Safe Injection policy on the basis of basic human rights. *The Universal Declaration of Human Rights - Article 25 states: “Everyone has a right to a standard of living adequate for health and well-being”.  A Safe Injection policy written by the Government and passed as national legislation in India is imperative in ensuring that every man, woman & child receives a safe injection.

*www.youthforhumanrights.org
www.marckoska.com


